The Prairieland Splash
P r a i r i e l a n d Ko i A n d Po n d S o c i e t y M e e t i n g : A l l e n & L o r i K r u g e r.
606 N Hamilton, Lincoln, IL. Sa turday 11 August 10:00AM
Directions From Peoria: East on 74 to 155 South, merge on 55 south just north of Lincoln;
take exit 126 (IL-10/121)turn left on 10/121; travel 3.7 miles; turn right onto North
Hamilton, 606 is on the left
Well another month has come and gone, it is hard to believe that it is August already. We would like to thank everybody that showed up for the Luau, I think
that everyone had a good time. I know it was a lot of fun to just sit back and talk
with friends and l we are looking forward to next years luau already.
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With the coming of August I think it is time to start thinking about fall pond care.
For those of us that net our ponds we should be thinking about checking the net
and support systems to make sure that they are ready to be installed when the
time comes, I wouldn’t be surprised if the trees lose their leaves early this year so
you may not want to wait too long.

The Club will be selling supplies at each meeting . If you
need something before a
meeting date please contact
Allen.

With the coming of late summer it is also time to think of show casing your pond
during next years pond tour, the board will be provide more information at this
months meeting. I know from experience you cannot start planning too early.
Mike White of White Water Systems will be this months guest speaker, the topic
will be bio-filters it should be interesting .
A special thanks to the Cantrell’s for hosting last months meeting and to Larry
Zehr for his discussion on fish care.
Be sure to check the article about Debbie Hammer’s pond and some pictures from
the Luau.
Hope to see you on Saturday, don’t forget the Start time is 10:00 AM

Todd

TREASURER’S REPORT
Beginning Balance

Pond Supplies for sale

Income

$4479.01 Microb-lift Bacteria
$ 723.00 Superbugs bacteria

Expenses

$1002.25 Algae fix

Ending balance

$4199.76

Lily tabs

Fish food spring summer
Filter media (stored in East
Peoria)

Contact Allen

Don’t Forget to check
the website;
www.pkps1.com

Plant stakes

:
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2012 Meeting Da tes and Loca tions
Sept. 8, 2012 - ICC, East Peoria

Aug. 11, 2012 - Allen & Lori Kruger, Lincoln Oct. 13, 2012 - Loren & Margaret Swanson, East
Peoria
-Start Time will be 10:00 AM
Nov. 10, 2012 - Banquet
Praireland Koi & Pond Society Club Meeting
July 14th, 2012
The July 14th, 2012 meeting was held at Greg & Letriana Cantrell’s home. President Todd Bong called the meeting to order at 9:10 a.m. There
were 46 members in attendance.
Guest Speaker
Vice President, Larry Zehr, gave a presentation on Koi fish and the wide array of colors to choose from. All Koi have whiskers, if it does not, it is a
gold fish. Since Larry is a breeder of Koi, he discussed how the breeding cycle works. During breeding the dominant male is always on the right
side of the female. They like to breed in shallow water so they can push the eggs against the bank. For those who are not interested in breeding but
would like to acquire quality fish, Koi USA Magazine is a good resource with many Koi dealers listed. The vendor Larry usually purchases from is
Black Water Creek out of Florida. Another tip discussed during this heat is to watch the water temperature. Koi should not be fed if the water temperature is 80 degrees or higher. Lastly, Larry recommends disinfecting our ponds once a year, using Nox-ick, to prevent water fleas.
Miscellaneous
1. Don’t forget about the Luau at Todd and Cheryl’s house on July 28, 2012 at 6:00 p.m. Bring a covered dish, along with the recipe, drinks and
chairs
2. Jeanie contacted Illinois American Water Company regarding chloramines and discovered that HACH is a quality test strip to determine the total
amount in the water. She also has Aquatic Spikes for sale. They are $4.00 for a package of 8. Using these tablets will help the water lilies grow
twice in one season. She experimented by using the tablets on some plants and the results were amazing.
3. Greg discussed how he decided to build his first pond and all the things he did wrong. For example, he hand dug it, purchased materials from
the wrong places and spent too much money. Now the owner of three ponds he definitely learned from his mistakes and has done a much better
job.
The next meeting will be held at the Kruger’s house on August 11, 2012 at 10:00 a.m.
The meeting was adjourned at 10:10 a.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Letriana Cantrell, Secretary

LUAU 2012

Debbie Hammer’s Pond
I had a small pond at my last house (which is right down the road of my new house), it was about
800 gallons, I had 4 koi 2 butterfly and 2 regular, the neighbor boys threw rocks in it and it ended up
killing one of my butterfly koi, that same spring the koi had hundreds of baby koi, to make a long
story short we bought our new house in 08 and in 09 I started buying things like skimmers and
pumps and liner a little at a time, last April or May I started digging my pond by hand, it was supposed to be 17 ft long and 12 ft wide, and have some curves in it, well it took me three months to dig
it; I am a dog groomer so after work or on my days off I would dig, it was the hardest clay to dig, the
hardest part by far was making it level, I checked with a level several times, and it looked good to
me. Well I got it dug out, put in some plant shelves, got the dug the hole for the skimmer, I had
bought a pressurized filter but didn't really understand how to use it, and I saw Kathy Wakeman's
stocktank filter and liked it , her pond looked clear and pretty. She suggested I call Sheldon Bevard
and ask about the stocktank filter because he made theirs. Well when I called it turned out that he
was getting rid of one of his so I got it. I dug the pond but it was my boyfriend Allen that helped me
tremendously with the plumbing he hooked all the plumbing up for me from the skimmer to filter and
to bottom drain. I don't think I would of got that as quick as he did. Well it came time to fill it up. This
is where I had my hardest time with it, it started to fill up uneven so while it filling up I got dirt and top
soil and built up the lowest side, finally got it I think level, it is level at the line of the skimmer. So it is
bigger than 17 by 12 and looks like a tear drop sort of, but I am very happy. Allen likes it so much
he thought it would be nice to build a bigger one. I am in the process of building a smaller pond next
to it which will be 10 by 12 (hopefully) and around 3200 gallons. My baby fish are growing like mad,
so I better hurry up LOL. After I got it filled up it was rewarding to put my fish in this big pond they
seemed so happy! I transferred them to it from other house, I caught the three big one (they are
15yrs old) in one day, but it took me over a week to catch all them babys which were the size of a
very small minnow. After I got them in I started getting rocks to go around the pond a friend of a
friend had a bunch of boulders and rocks and I got them at a good deal, finally got rocks and plants
but still a work in progress, hopefully it will be ready by next pond tour. I am so glad to have done it
and enjoy it immensely.
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